283 CHEVROLET

283 (possible head combos)
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INTAKE VALVE -1.72
INTAKE VALVE -1.94
INTAKE VALVE - 2.02

8 - CYLINDERS
283 - CiD

3 - INCH STROKE
3.875 INCH - BORE

5 VERSIONS AVAILABLE
1961 ENGINES:
283 (4 BBL) V8 230 HP
283 (2Xu BBL) V8 245 HP 66 E RD ss H P 99
283 (2X4 BBL) V8 270 HP

283 (FUEL INJECTED) V8 275 HP

283 (FUEL INJECTED) V8 315 HP



TECH REFERENCES

GM HERITAGE CENTER

%u%g&tslgs

https://gmheritagecenter.com/docs/gm-heritage-archive/vehicle-information-kits/Corvette/1961-Chevrolet-Corvette.pdf

HTTP://IWWW.AUTOMOBILE-CATALOG.COM/

(ﬁ—;//\m[
automobile catalog

the complete catalog of cars since 1945

HTTP://AUTO.HOWSTUFFWORKS.COM/1961-CORVETTE.HTM

HOWSTUFFWORKS

AUTO

HTTP://WWW.ROADANDTRACK.COM/NEW-
CARS/REVIEWS/A9784/1961-CHEVROLET-CORVETTE/

HTTP: /I WWW.CORVSPORT.COM/1961-C1-CORVETTE/

CORYN/SPORT

ULTIMATE CORVETTE

A =7 CORVETTENEBCENTRALCON



SREECTISED MAXIMUM ENGINE PERFORMANCE
4 - hyysoed 1 Dual 4-barrel

Fuel injection

Carburetor

Prodootion

i

RPO 469

RPO 468

RPO 253

RPO 354

Camshaft

andard

Special

Stangard

Special

Brake

2300 800 BEM

245@ 5000 RPM

270G 6000 RPM

275 5200 RPM

315@ 6200 RPM

T05@ 4600 RPM

Z15@ 4800 RPM

230@ 6000 RPM

795G 41-5100 AFM

Horsepower
Torgue

300@ "_PM

300@ 3600 RPM

285@ 4200 RPM

305@ 4400 RPM

270@ 3400 RPM

255@ 3800 RPM
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Click the button
S - detailed specifications, full technical data and photo
P - detailed performance and fuel economy data
C - compare, add to the comparison

Corvette C1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (Up to September}, 2-door coupe with manual 3-speed and 4638 cm3

1961 1 Chevrolet Corvette Hﬁmlo_ 283 V-8 230-hp

1961 Chevrolet Corvette Hardtop 283 V-8 230-hp 4-speed

Corvette C1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (up to September}, 2-door coupe with manual 4-speed and 4638 cm3 /

1961 Chevrolet Corvette Hardtop 283 V-8 230-hp Corvette C1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (up to September), 2-door coupe with automatic 2-speed and 4638 cm3 / 17 1.5KW (230 hp /233 PS:
1961 2 Chevrolet Corvette Hamm_ Corvette C1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (up to September}, 2-door coupe with manual 3-speed and 4638 cm3 / 245 hp /248 PS
1961 Chevrolet Corvette Hardtop 283 V-8 245.-hp 4-speed Corvette C1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (up to September}, 2-door coupe with manual 4-speed and 4538 cm3 /

1961 Chevrolet Corvette Hardtop 283 V-8 245-hp Poweralide Corvette G1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (up to September), 2-door coupe with automatic 2-speed and 4638 cm3 / 182.5KW ( 245 hp / 248 PS

Chevrolet Corvette Hardtop 283 V-8 270-np Corvette G1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (up to September}, 2-door coupe with manual 3-speed and 4638 cm3 / 201.5kW (270 hp/ 274 PS

1961 3

1961 Chevrolet Corvette Hardtop 283 V-8 270-hp 4-speed (3.70 axle!

270 hp/27T4PS

Corvette C1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (up to September}, 2-door coupe with manual 4-speed anc

1961 Chevrolet Corvette Hardtop 283 V-8 270-hp 4-speed (4.11 axle ¥ (270 hp /274 PS

1961 4 Chevrolet Corvette Hardtop 283 V-8 Ramiet Fuel In; Ecl\o[_Z?ﬁ-h

1961 Chevrolet Corvette Hardtop 283 V-8 Ramiet Fuel Injection 275-hp 4-speed

1961 5 Chevrolet Corvette Hardtop 283 V-8 Ramiet Fuel Ini ectm-msm

Chevrolet Corvette Hardtop 283 V-8 Ramiet Fuel Injection 315-hp 4-speed (3.70 axle:

Corvette G1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (up to September), 2-door coupe with manual 4-speed and 4638 cm3 /201

Corvette G1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (up to September}, 2-door coupe with manual 3-speed and 4638 cm3 / W (275 hp 1279 PS

Corvette G1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (up to September}, 2-door coupe with manual 4-speed and 4538 cm3 / W (275 hp 1 279 PS

EEEEEEEEEREEE

Corvette G1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (up to September}, 2-door coupe with manual 3-speed and 45638 cm3 / ¥ (314 hp/ 319 PS)

¥ (314 hp/313PS

Corvette G1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (up to September}, 2-door coupe with manual 4-speed and 4538 cm3 /

Chevrolet Corvette Hardtop 283 V-8 Ramiet Fuel Injection 315-hp 4-speed (4.11 axle!

Corvette G1 Hardtop madel for North America U.S. (up to September}, 2-door coupe with manual 4-speed and 4538 cm3 / ¥ (314 hp! 313 PS)

——

The 1961 Corvette had a cleaner look that was appreciated by
buyers -- sales rose to nearly 11,000 for the model year.

eversions of Che

Linjected. The threse-speed man

matic continued as optional,
Even with the mildest 283 and Powerglide, the 1861 Corvette was quick by any standard: Magazine testers recorded 0-60-mph acceleration
between 6.7 and 7.7 seconds. Top speed with the automatic was listed at 108 mph and was limited mainly by gearing. The four speed
lacked the long-legged overdrive ratio of most modern five-speed manuals, yet many of the fuel-injected and twin four-barrel models could

reach in excess of 130 mph.

Options for the 1961 include five horsepower ratings:l 230 (standard), with a single g4-barrel I

carburetor;|245, with twin g4-barrels; 270, with twin 4—barrelsil275 with fuel injection]and

I 315, with fuel injection.I'I‘hree transmission options are available:l 3-speed synchromesh; I

[ 4-speed synchromesh] and|Powerglide] [Five rear axle ratios|are available{4.56:1, 4.11-1, ]
| 3.70:1, 3.55:1 and 3.36:1. |




245 HORSEPOYER Y-8 ENGINE

Dual 4-barrel Carburetors
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230 HORSEPOWER V-8 ENGINE

4-barrel Carbure!or
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TOP SPEED FACTS AND STATS

Mechanically, the 1961 Corvette was much like the 1960 model. However, an aluminum radiator took the place of the previous
copper-core unit, which not anly improved cooling capacity some 10 percent, but weighed half as much as before -- which was
anotherweight-saving improvement. Side-mount coolant-expansion tanks were added as a running change. Engine choices

were basically carryovers. There were still five versions of Chewy's rencwned 2283-cubic-inch small-block v-2: 230, 245, 270, 275,

and 315 bhp. the last two being fuel injected. The three-speed manual remained the standard gearbox but was now offered with
awider choice of axle ratiosl|Powerglide automaticlcontinued as optional, butwas now unavailable with the three hottest |

engines. ﬁ

Even with the mildest 283 and Powerglide, the 1961 Corvette was quick by any standard: Magazine testers recorded 0-860-mph

acceleration between 6.7 and 7.7 seconds. I'I'op speed with the automatic was listed at 109 mph and was limited mainly by gearingl The

four speed lacked the long-legged overdrive ratic of most modern five-speed manuals,lyet many of the fuel-injected and twin four-barrel |

models could reach in excess of 130 mph. I

Known top speed range - 109 to 130+

Top speed (6500) 128 3 1 5
A Ro6eT
Best tirtmed rumn A
ard (6500) o8
hd (emoos — A
automobile catalog
1st (6500 58 the complete catalog of cars since 1945

184 kmih / 114 mph

Top speed:
{theor. without speed governar) 2 3 th‘
\/

HISTORICAL FOOTNOTES

Most 1961 Corvettes, 51.98 percent, came with a
detachable hardtop and 64.1 percent had a four-speed
manual transmission. Thiswas the last vear wide whitewall
tires were available. A 1961 Corvette with a 283 -cid 315-h
solid-lilfter Mael-injected V-8 and thd 3.70:1 frear axle could
go from O0-to-30 mph in 2.6 seconds; from 0-to-60 mph
in 6.0 seconds and from 0-to-100 mph in 14.2 seconds. It
did the gquarter mile j 5.5 seconds at 106 mph and had
a maximum speed off 140 mph.] This was the last yvear a
contrasting color could be ordered from the factory for
the side coves.




Corvette, 1956=57. Prod: 9806. Having been given
a stay of execution, the Corvette emerged as a new car. The
chassis remained basically the same, but Arkus-Duntov made
further improvements to the steering and handling, although

1956 Corvette had
new style

the all-drum brake system was far from perfect. Power was
increased, and tune options ranged from a basic 210bhp
(1956) 1o 283bhp g]s_)':‘.»‘zvl with the latter wune, the Vette
topped| 130mph/210kmh [(0-60mph in 5.7 seconds) which
put it in a very select class indeed. Better still, the body was
completely restyled with a sensuous shape which both
recalled some European cars vet was 100 percent American.
The old two-speed automatic transmission remained an
option but in 1957 buyers could have a four-speed manual
‘box, a limited slip differential, a choice of rear axle ratios
and a suspension and braking package for competition use.
When Corventes did appear on the circuits they gave very
good accounts of themselves, and even scored 1-2 in class
in the 1957 Sebring Twelve Hours.

rvette, - Prod: 25,470. Although Chevrolet

had been playing with a smaller and more advanced Corvette,
the introduction of its important new Corvair saloon meant

1961 Corvette

that the Corvette was simply revised. William L. Mitchell, who
had aken over from Harley Earl as GM's styling chief, did a
clever update of the body which recaptured the essence of
the 56 car and also made reference to the special ‘SS’ racing
Vettes built in 1957. There was no change in the chassis, or
the basic engine options, but in 1962 came a 360bhp option
which meant 0-60mph in 5.5 seconds and that made any other
mass produced sports car look slow—it was not even bettered
by the 1968 Ferrari Daytona. For that you paid $5000 and
received a car which reliable _and
comfortable. Top s
210kmh because
wise to pay extra for the special brake linings.

Wiy Whigt

1967 Corverte

CHASSIS FEATURES

Wheelbase: 102 inches.
Overall height: 516 inche

Owverall length: 177.2 inches.
Overall widih: 728 inches.

Front tread: 57 inches, Re tread: 58.8 inches. Ground
clearance: Six inches, Tires: 6,70 x 15 Frame: Welded
steel  box-section, XN-braced itype. Fromt suspension:

Independent: upper and lower A-arms, uncequal-length
wishbones: Coil springs: anti-roll bar: wubular shocks.
Sicering: Saginaw recirculating ball. 17:1 ratio: 3.7 turns
lock-to-lock: 38 5-foot turning circle. Rear suspension:
semi-clliptic lealf springs, tubular shock

Live axle omn
absorbers, Rear axle type: Hypoid semi-Aoating. Brakes:
hvdraulic. internal-expanding, 1l-inch
157 square inches effective lining area

Four-wheel

diameter drums,
(121 square inches with oprtional sintered metallic linings).
I5-inch steel bolt-on wheels, Standard rear axle ratio with
threc-spocd 3.36:1.

(no chargey. RPO 469 283-cid 245-hp dual four-barrel
carburctor W-8 engine (S150.65). R PO 468 V-8 283-cid 270-
hpr dual four-b, ¢l carburetor engine (SI1E2.95). R0 353
W-B 2B3-cid 275-hp (uel-injection engine (5484 200 R PO
354 V-8 283-cid 315-hp fuel-injection engine (S484 20,
RPCO 473 Power-operated folding top mechanism (S161.40).
RPO 675 Positraction axle with opuior ratio (S43.05).
R PO GRS Four-spe manual transmission (5188307, R PO
686 Metallic brakes (S37.700. RPO BT Heavy-duty brakes
and suspension ($333.60). RPO 1408 Five 6.7 x 15 MNylon
tires (S15.75). RPO 1625A 24-gallon Mael tank (STl 40).

HISTORICAL FOOTNOTES

Most 1961 Corveties, 5198 percent.
detachable hardtop and 641 percent had a
manual transmission, Thiswas the last vear wide whitewall
tires were available, A 1961 Corvette with a 283-¢id 315-hp
solid-lifter Mucl-injected V-8 and the 3.70:1 rear axle could
go from G-ro-30 mph in 2.6 seconds: from O-to-60 mph
in 6.0 seconds and from 0-1o0-100 mph in 14.2 scconds.

did the gquarier mile i 5.5 seconds at 106 mph and had
a maximum spceed of {140 mph ] This was the last year a

contrasting color gcould ¢ ordered from the factory for
the side coves,

came with

four-speed




KNOWN FACTS

LOWEST ToP SPEED FOUND - 109 MPH (230HP SINGLE
CARB AUTOMATIC)

HIGHEST TOP SPEED FOUND - 130+ MPH (315HP FUEL
INJECTED)

HIGHEST TOP SPEED FOUND - 1810 MPH (1962 360HP
CORVETTE)

0-60 TIMES FOUND: 1/u MILE TIMES:

MIN 14+ SEC
MIN - 5.5 SEC MAX 16+ SEC
MAX - 9 SEC
OROUGHLY® GROUGHLY® 83MPH



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7

